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Summer Israel Teen Trip — FAQ

Organized by Kings Bay Y | Grades 9 to 12 by Sept 2026 | 19 Days in Israel

What is the trip to Israel?

A 19-day educational and fun summer trip to Israel for Jewish teens in Grades 9
through 12 as of September 2026, combining history, culture, adventure, and group
bonding.

Who organizes the trip?

The trip is organized by Kings Bay Y/ JCC Brooklyn, JCC of Staten Island and Marks
JCH of Bensonhurst and generously funded by UJA Federation of New York as well as
Root One. We have an extensive experience organizing teen trips to Israel, including in
the Summer of 2025.

How much does it cost?

$999 per teen — including round-trip airfare.
Full scholarships are available for eligible teens who can participate free of charge.

What'’s included?

e Round-trip El Al airfare

e 19 days of accommodations
e Group transportation in Israel
e Three meals per day

e Occasional “Pizur Meals” — meals where teens receive a set food budget and are
allowed to purchase their own food at approved locations, under staff supervision

e All activities, touring, and entrance fees
e Licensed Israeli tour guides
e Trained American and Israeli counselors

e Security & first-aid trained staff
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Who can join?

Jewish teens in grades 9 through 12 as of September, 2026. Current seniors are not
eligible from New York City.

Participants must be able to take part in all activities including physical activities and hikes.

Are there scholarships available for the trip?

Yes, some full scholarships will be awarded to eligible participants later who demonstrate
financial need.

What will we do in Israel?

We’'ll journey across Israel, from the desert—where we’ll ride camels and surf the
sand dunes—to Jerusalem, exploring the Western Wall, the vibrant Machane
Yehuda market, and fascinating museums. Along the way, we’ll sleep in a Bedouin
tent, learn to surf, discover stunning waterfalls in the north, and enjoy countless
other unforgettable adventures. Please check out the 2026 itinerary, subject to
change.

Is the trip safe?

Safety is our top priority. Teens travel as a group and follow strict safety and security
guidelines. Each group will be accompanied by an armed security guard who will protect the
group. The group will receive a security briefing and a review of the rules, as conditions in
the field may vary.

Where will teens stay?

Participants stay in shared, same-gender rooms, with up to five teens per
room, depending on accommodations and based on age cohorts.

Requests for roommates can be raised during the personal interview and requests may be
considered but cannot be guaranteed.

If my child went on the trip last year, can they join again?



JCC Association

EMAarth Amaris
of North America

Federation
!j BAY ¥ OUJ NEW YORK

Yes. Returning participants may join again.

Please note that the Rootone voucher can only be used once, so returning teens must
pay nearly the full program cost, excluding airfare, which will continue to be
subsidized.

Can my child arrive earlier or leave later and still join the group?

This is an option on a case-by-case basis if needed. Please update us as early as possible
so we can prepare accordingly. From the moment the teen leaves the group (whether
staying in Israel or arriving earlier and joining), they are no longer under our auspices

What is required in order to be accepted?

All teens must:

e Complete the full registration process

e Pass an interview with the trip director and meet the trip requirements

e Participate in the training days (at least one in-person day).

e Follow program guidelines and expectations

e Participants are required to complete an online course provided by Rootone

In addition, parents/guardians are required to attend a mandatory parent orientation
session prior to the trip.

What is required during registration?
At the time of registration, a $500 deposit is required to secure a spot.
Please note:
e Additional payment details and deadlines will be provided during the registration
process.

e Those granted additional scholarships will be refunded their deposit in
September, 2026.
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Is a visa to Israel and a valid passport required?

Yes. A passport valid for at least 6 months after the return date from Israel is required.

A link to submit the visa application is attached visa

Which organizations are taking part in this trip?

Joint partnership with

Federation
NEW YORK

In collaboration with

JCC Association
of North America

Have a question or need more information?
Contact Luna Sobel

at Luna Sobel | or calling 347-981-0083



https://evisat.org/israel/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22926348234&gbraid=0AAAABBCz94Tu4KDm39R4AHyANt0_mo0ku&gclid=Cj0KCQiAgP_JBhD-ARIsANpEMxyHS7ueJVz6o1x8xkRYwnaLVZn-S0ROQdJJ4Tvz_11yX-T1_XR4cSoaAuxJEALw_wcB
mailto:lunasobel@kingsbayy.org
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